National Horticultural Export Performance 2009

Despite the global economic downturn, the value of Kenya’s horticultural exports was an impressive 71.60 billion shillings in 2009, equivalent to $895 million in foreign exchange. 

However, supplies of horticultural produce for export fell due to drought. And market demand for some products also dropped due to recession in Europe, Kenya’s main market. Relative to 2008, the combined effects of these two factors caused an overall fall of 15% in the quantity of exports and 3% in value expressed in Kenya shillings. The foreign exchange value in $US dropped by 13%. 

Flowers and fresh fruit did relatively well. Flowers accounted for 52% of the shilling value of exports in 2009 and maintained 2008 export levels in terms of quantity and value. Cut flowers formed 95% of all flower exports, major destinations being Netherlands and UK. 

Fresh vegetables accounted for 24% of 2009 exports but suffered from both drought and reduced market demand, resulting in a fall of 5.5% in exported quantities and value, equivalent to a 14% fall in dollar returns.

Processed fruit and vegetable products accounted for 7% and 3% of exports respectively but suffered most from reduced market demand, with exported quantities of canned beans and pineapple products falling by an average 40% compared to the previous year. 

Exports of fresh fruit, particularly avocado, mango and passion fruit, increased by 46%. Although fresh fruit accounted for only 3.3% of total exports it was the fastest growing category in 2009 with a wide range of regional, ME and EU export destinations.

Table 1: Calendar Year Horticultural Exports Based on KRA Data

	Calendar Year Export Statistics

	Commodity
	2008
	2009

	
	 Quantity 
	 Value 
	 Quantity 
	 Value 

	
	 Kgs 
	 Kshs. 
	 US$ 
	 Kgs 
	 Kshs. 
	 US$ 

	Cuttings, bulbs and tubers
	4,543,036
	3,610,890,600
	50,527,239
	6,177,729
	4,395,074,452
	54,970,203

	Cut flowers
	113,569,136
	30,691,378,493
	429,464,861
	114,123,361
	32,610,071,609
	407,861,639

	Fresh foliage
	514,472
	6,489,079
	90,802
	93,878
	81,123,163
	1,014,626

	Total Flowers
	118,626,644
	34,308,758,172
	480,082,903
	120,394,968
	37,086,269,224
	463,846,469

	Fresh Vegetables
	78,157,022
	17,948,404,024
	251,152,253
	73,872,358
	17,168,849,884
	214,734,740

	Dried Vegetables
	17,090,863
	931,729,309
	13,037,700
	4,169,053
	240,428,746
	3,007,097

	Processed Vegetables
	24,056,365
	4,489,709,960
	62,824,570
	14,442,302
	1,981,998,733
	24,789,312

	Total Veges
	119,304,250
	23,369,843,294
	327,014,523
	92,483,713
	19,391,277,363
	242,531,150

	Fresh Fruits
	24,053,946
	1,790,362,015
	25,052,559
	35,266,454
	2,380,727,699
	29,776,307

	Processed Fruits
	121,208,724
	6,889,044,929
	96,398,496
	73,290,517
	5,202,521,497
	65,069,129

	Total-Fruits
	145,262,670
	8,679,406,944
	121,451,055
	108,556,971
	7,583,249,196
	94,845,436

	Nuts
	29,463,369
	1,169,976,847
	16,371,501
	27,410,997
	1,278,347,491
	15,988,585

	Other Vegetable Products*
	6,290,137
	5,602,583,261
	78,397,021
	6,652,819
	5,534,751,076
	69,224,400

	Spices**
	4,182,433
	607,225,914
	8,496,920
	4,974,646
	724,099,742
	9,056,481

	Grand Total
	423,129,503
	73,737,794,432
	1,031,813,924
	360,474,113
	71,597,994,093
	895,492,521


NOTES:    1. All figures derived from KRA data    2. * Mainly “Miraa”   3. ** Mainly re-exports

Figure 1: Quantities and Value of Horticultural Exports
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